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Site Background
3000+ Acres in rural Sacramento County

Primary Use: Grazing Land for Cattle, Goats



Land Application



Other Site Uses

 Use Permit and Waste 
Discharge Requirements 
(WDR) Order to spread 
digested municipal 
sewage biosolids
(biosolids) on-site.
 Sources from Eureka to 

Modesto. 



EMD’s Role

 EMD staff inspect site monthly for compliance with 
provisions in Use Permit (odors, nuisance conditions, 
track-outs, ect.)  

Violations are forwarded to County Code Enforcement.

 Complaints received by EMD are directed to third party 

biosolids spreader for immediate correction.



LEA’s History & Role
 Complaints received regarding green waste 

odors and litter.

 Enforcement action for stockpiling material 
and operating solid waste facility without 
SWFP.

 Stipulated Notice and Order 2010 

 Monthly Inspections at Site (Biosolids & 
Green waste)



LEA Inspections



Change in Regulations
 Per January 1, 2016:

 Land Application removed as an excluded activity.
 Material must meet metals and pathogens concentration 
limits at time of land application.
 Maximum frequency and depth of land application

Non agricultural only zoned lands: no more than once a 
year, total accumulated depth on surface not to exceed 12 inches
Agricultural only zoned lands: no more than three times a 
year, total accumulated depth on surface not to exceed 12 inches



Metals and Pathogens?

 Testing done on a quarterly basis in 2016.

 Samples taken directly at transfer station.

 During 2 week timeframe for sample results, land applicator ceases 

receiving compostable material.

 After confirmation of compliant test results, land application resumes.



Alternative Frequencies & 
Depth

“The EA, in consultation with the California Department of Food and Agriculture 
to determine if the land application is agronomically beneficial and with the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board regarding water quality, may approve 

alternative frequencies and depths, if the EA after such consultation determines 
that the alternative will not adversely affect public health and safety or the 

environment.” 

(14 CCR 17852(24.5)(A)(4)(b)





Joint Inspection



RWQCB NOVs
 2 NOVs issued in 11/2016 and 01/2017 green waste land application on 

biosolids designated fields in WDRs.

“Before making a material change in the character, location, or volume 
of discharge, the discharger shall file a new Report of Waste Discharge 
with the Regional Board.”



Items to Be Addressed

RWQCB
•  Excess nitrogen 
leaching into 
groundwater.  

•  Migration of physical 
contaminants off-site 
into waterways.

CDFA
•  Nutrients may 
exceed agronomic rate 
of crop uptake.   

Approval of site’s alternative depth and frequency request cannot 
be determined until additional information is provided for 

review.



Land Application Concerns

12” compostable materials with 1% physical contaminants by weight

36” compostable material with 1% physical contaminants by weight



Land Application Concerns 
Continued

Use Permit?

Horizontal Composting?

Addition of Manure



Questions?
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